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I; Sam. 2. V. XXX, 


Them that honour me, 1 will honour; 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
lightly efleemed. 


ces of that Excellent Work, for the furtherance of 

_ we are here met, viz. The endeavouring - 

effeftual reftraint upon, the Open Indecencies of 

a Lewd Ape: : So I doubt not, but the Trial which ſome of 
you have made herein, hath convinc'd you more than ever, 
that not a-few Diſcouragements are-like to attend- the pro- 
motion'of ſo Pious a. Deſign: That: the ſtrong Man Arm'd, 
after ſo long and quiet -a Poſſeſhon, is not. to be. turned out 
but with confli and violence; That thoſe Sons. of Bz/ial, 
who if let altene, will ſurely prove as Thorns .in-your ſides, 
by provoking the Anger of Heaven againft us, are, when 


A S *tis tl to lean the important Conſequen- | 


you thruſt, them away, as Thorns in your hands, ſo, that 


as David ſpeaks, 'He thas touches them, bad need be fence ith 


| $01 and the [ta of & Spear, 2.Sam; 23. 6, 7. 


Since therefore 'tis:now my part: to ftrengthen your hands, 
that they 'may neyer. hang/down: in the purſuit of- ſo ſa- 
cred anAttempt,' I have judg'd it requiſite to lay before 
yon ſome Morives, that may -be- gropertoable, both ta the 
greatheſs!of your Task, and. the Variety of your, Diſcourage- 


ments; .-'' 
And I think there js enough (contained in the Text t0.an- 
ſwer my end for it ei ae Work to be honourable 


in God's account, and that-it redound to your own ime 


TE Cy in 19” 9 
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Humane Nature never as with more violence and force, 
than  when-it- feels the -power--of- Aſpiring Ambition. after 
great..Renown,..and rho. my. Brethren, 1 hope the fading 
honour of this World is contemptible in your Eye, as, 
Sounding Braſs, or a. Tinkling Cymbal z yet honour from 
God is a great. thing, all Ambition is juſt, but none too 

reat, nor any Con eftion too warm, where this is the 
rize, 

How ſutabſe, an Application to the preſent Occafion, my 
Text will admit. of, may bettarbe ſeen after a little enqui-. 
ry, into. the Context, *Tis park of a ſad Meſſage from God, 

and for the greater {oleninity,, 'fent' by a Mari of God to Z1z, 
who was over the Tribes of [hel a Judge; and over the 
Houſe of God, the High-Prieft : How he came by the latter 
Dignity, is not evident z both from Scripture and Foſephus 
it appears, that he was not of the Elder Line of Aaron's 
Family by Eleazer, but of the Younger, from: #hamr, and 
conſequently ' not the legal Heir'to that. Honour 3 but ſome- 
time, daring'the 'Rule of the Fudges over Jfrgel, the High- 
Priefthood was tranſlated: to the younger. Eine 3 for what 
- 1"... cauſe 'is not known 5 A very Learned Author 
Dr. 'Ligh. '24, in the Jewiſh Hiftory, ſuppoſes/it might be, 
Vol. p. 1218. becauſe of the Miſcarriage of the'Nigh-Prieft, 
1A 04. 44h pernideting Ape ahi FO-Dangh- 
ter, when he ſhould have: conhelled him' better, out of the 
Law of God'F"and this ſthppoſition of his, may--find. ſome 
Countenance'from' that Relation of ſome of the! Jewiſh Do+ 
+ + — tors which T meet. with elſewhere z/ they 
D. Tayl. Duff. fay, That Fepthab diſllained to : go to, the 
dub'p.'$79;  High-Prieft\ for 'a Commutation, .or releaſe 
£ > from his Vowp" and the wou'd ' not' go to 
Fepthgb," becatiſe he did not- agk! hishelp.z therefore ſay 
they, Fepibe was ſmiten with he, Pr, and the ZightPrict 
Was _ 'of the Spirit of” God's And' if ſo-much be: true, 
the' & + no ufſikely;ſuppoſition. 'By this; :itiſeems F37, 
in his 'poſſeſſor? of that Office; carr ied a memorial of God's 
diſpleaſure_againft the Neglefers of his Honour, and. yet 
Nimueif Ince it the ſame: way's" Not: by any' poſic ve pre» 
Fomptaons Crime of his own, bur by remiſneb of in; 
tbe Prophanenefs of others. oo ot 1 

The Tnjquity of his Sons was come to an unſufferable and 

Farngs ighth, "they proſtituted their ſacred Funttion ta 


their ality and Luft, as its ſet down from Vetſe 12, to 
, Verſe ; 
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Verſe 13. ſuch was their contempt of God, that tho the Ta- 
bernacle. was his Houſe, and they were only his Guard and 
Attendance, and the Sacrifices his Proviſions, yet they 
would be ſerved firft, and would carve for their own Bel- 
| lies, before. it went to God's Table,” T mean, before the 
Fa: was burn'd/ on his Altar, And being thus highly fed, 
| like Horſes, they Neighed after their Neigbour's Wife, Fer. 
' 6. 8. They lay with the Women at the door of the Taber- 
| nacle, ver. 22, as if they would affront God to his Face, 
| putting their filch under his very Noſe z thus his Houſe 
was now made a Den of. Harlots and Adulterers, that af- 
terwards was ſo of Thieves and Robbers 5 inſomuch that 
Men abhorred the Offering of the Lord, v. 17. Tt cannot 
' but grieve Conſcientious Worſhippers, to ſce the Sacred 
| Soiemnities of Religion paſs through Unhallowed hands, that 
| Teap indeed the benefit of others Reverence'for God, while 
themſelves ſhew none. 
' But, what is this to Eli? that he muſt ſuffer for other 
| Men's linsz It was becauſe he reftrained them-not, Chap. 3. 
v.12. He did indeed reprove them, Chap. 2. v. 24.; He 
_ dealt gently. with the Young-men';z but impudent Sinners 

require ſharper CorreRions than friendly Rebukes z like the 
unruly Leviathan, they laugh at the ſhaking of that Spear, 
| and thoſe Arrows will not make them flee, Fob 41. 28, 29. 
| So that when better Remedies are in our power, a bare Re- 
| proof of bold Sinners, is no ſufficient diſcharge of our Du- 
ty ; God counts. this for nothing in Z/i z He, as a Magi» 
| ſtrate, ſhould have made *em Publick Examples for a warn- 
| ing to others ; For negletting this, God ſends him'a ſevere 

Meſlage,: upbraiding him with Ingratitnde for paft Favours, 
ſo ill requitedz charging him with honouring his Sons above 
his God z. to. fave their Reputation; he let God's fink and 
fall 3 and then recavting all his former thoughts of Kind- 
_ neſs, all hjs Conditional Promiſes, he threatens him and his 
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Caſcs, he 
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4 A Refozmation-Sermon, 


Them that honour me, &c. 


honour that he is not capable of ſuch as thisz* he cannot” 


eat Dignity 3 but now far be it from me, to honour ſuch 
ol ſcornful deſpiſer of his God, no; *tis fartheſt from my 
thoughts, thy. name ſhall Periſh,' thy memory Rot, thy fa- 
mily Sink, and thy poſterity ſhall continue, only to be, by 
their Poverty and Ignominy, the Monuments of thy Sin, 
and my Indignation 3 I'8 reſerve my. Favours for them that 
ſhall de me the Service which thou refuſedR*:_ "And that 

ou may not think this pony cs 1 to be any fingular In- 
| ok with Ez only, God lays it d wn as a General Riile, 


Having led 'you thus, to a right. view of the Words, I 


ſuppoſe I ſhall do no violence to them, by deducing from 


them this Propoſition, viz. 


Do&t, That . they who honour God, by endeauourirg to ſuppreſs 
and puniſh the ſcandalous Crimes of propbane Sinners, ſhall 
beve their Zeal repaid with eminet returns of Honour from 
God, while they that are unconcerned for bis Glory in that 
matter, ſhall be the obje&s of Contempt aud Diſdain. © © 


\ The latter Branch may ſerve to enfore the former, which 
T will proſecute under theſe General Heads, Firſt, T will 
endeayour to ſhew, that ſuch as ate ſincerely engaged in 
this Deſign, do honour God in it. _ Sec ay, That God will 
repay their Zeal, by Honouring them,. Thir 
ply the whole to excite, and encourage you that are, or 
may be engag'd in.this happy Aﬀair. aero 

IT. They who endeavour to ſuppreſs the ſcandalous Crimes 


— C— — + 


dly , I ſhall ap- | 


of the Age, do greatly honour God: He who is the beft ; th 
C 


Judge of his own honour, plainly owns it here, in 'that he 
charges E/i with failing to honour him, by negle&ing this 
Work. 3. zanant 3 hb. 
And here I muſt conſider, firſt, what it is to honour Gag, | 
and then, how we may apply it to ſuch Perſons. "As «for 
honouring -God in general,.* Tis not like his honouring- 
which is by conferring ſome Excellency or Dignity-upc 
us, to make us greater than we were before : *Tis 


EF 


be. a more,. Glorious Exalted Being than he 1s. We can 

therefore, honour God only ſuch ways. as theſe, either Inter- 
y high and lofty *Conceptions of his Being and 

ons, . by -being All'd. with adoring, admiring” Appre- | 


4,5 


lionsof his Infinite Majeſty, Wiſdom, Tower ant Good- T 


' 
| 


My 
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neſs making bim the-Obje& of our Chief Eſteem, and 
Superlative Love. Or Externally, by ſome- ſenſible Manife- 
ſtation of this z of which open, viſible hononr, 1 am princi- 
y to ſpeak and it 1s to be given one of theſe two Ways 
in general. —_ FR 
T. When we wipe off any diſhonour or reproach caft up- 
on 'God;. preventing or removing what may. tend to dif- 
parage his Perfettions 3 to weaken his Authority with Men 3 
to. abate: of his due Revyerence, or to render him cheap and 
mean in the Eyes of any; this'is to'preſerve his Honour. 
II.: When we do any thing that repreſents him Great 
and Glorious to others, when we expreſs our own high 
thoughts of God, ſo as to give occaſion to them to raiſe 
their efteem of him, whether it be by Words or Agons, 
and theſe either of Worſhip or other Obedience, ſo praiſe 
lorifie God, PÞ/. 50. ut. it declares his Excellency, and rai- 
es Admiration; any thing that greatens God 1n the ſenſe 
of Men, is honour done to him. | 
Now T come to apply it, by ſhewing that they do thus 
honour God, who labour to ſuppreſs open Prophanenels : 


| 'And this will fully appear, if we conſider, 


x, "That open Prophaneſs is a great diſhonour to God, 


| from the reproach of which,. theſe Perſons ſeek to' rÞſcue 
| his Name. Tho the Eyes of God are ſo very pure, that 


the leaft Mote of Sin offends them as truly as the greateft 
Beam, yet not in the ſame Meaſure : God is diſhonoured, 
and his Law Aﬀronted by. every indulged Sin, be it never 
ſo well covered under” 'the Vail of Secrecy, or diſguiſed by 
the Art of Hypocriſie z but then *tis but like a private Af- 

ont, which puts not half that Diſgrace upon a Man, as 
ſome open Abuſe. Some 'reyerence for God is yet preſer- 
yed among Men, when the ' Soas of Belza! 'do in outwatd 
behaviour imitate the Sons of God, when the Devil dares 
not 'appear in his own Cofours, but as of old, in SaxPs time, 
hrouds himſelf under the. Prophet's Mantle. But when 
Men declare their Sin as Sodom, when their Chrimes are of 
the firft Magnitude, and in open view z when they" Swear 
in. the 'Market-place,, Reel in the Streets, and Aﬀemble 
themſelves by Troops in” Harlots Houſes ;' then the honour 
of Godreceives a deep Wound, and the higheſt Contenipt 
1s poured on that Being of Tufinite Majcfty, as' tho he were 
a:4 


ing of no Authority, whoſe Will they dare at any time 


| 


x 


- cotradiR,” whoſe: Indignation they Chap aha. his 


tnings 


rach'd/at Dublin. © 5 


Mockery and Scorn. Such 


_ 


Threatniags they. treat with 


% 


are tempted hereby ro ſay, That he hath for/qker 7 

and minds not what is done there, Zx-k. 9. 9g. Orbcrs, That 
God'is like themſelves, not ſo. much as an Enemy to their 
Crimes, as ſome preten'i, P/al. 3o. 21. And if ſuch Men go 
on withcut Check in this manner, What will become of the 
Honour of God at pr:ſear? How will his Authority and 
4 the be uph<1d, or- his Memorial be preſerved .among 
Men 


Now from this grievous contempt, the Friends of God 
wou'd gladly ſ:e his Name Vindicated z which muſt be ei- 
ther by Kcclainirg ſuch, vile Offenders, of which there is 
almoſt no hope, for can the Ethigpiaz change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his Spots? Fer. 13- 23. then may ſich long ac+ 
cuſtomed over-grown Sinners Izarn to do well: Or by Pu- 


2-means of Reforming them, who WORE no feeling in their 
ſeared Conſciences, are in vain attacked with ſerious Couns 
ſel and Arguments, but it may be will Learn, . when 
taught, as the Men of Succoth were by Gideon, with Briars 


imitation, and will be an open. Teftimony, that the Com- 
muniity diſowns ſuch. Perſons with-Shame -and Indignation, 
and cannot with Patience bear their | inſolent Aﬀeonts of 
the great'- God : Theſe methods. will very much prevent 
| the common cont:mpt of God, .they teach the People to 
Jook-upon ſuch $ins with horror, as baſe and Criminal Ads; 
and thus, ina good meaſure, the Honour of God is main- 
tained and ſalved, by ſuppreſſing open Immorality in the 
general, 5 BOOT: 
And among all the Works of Darkr 
| 1, think there are none, againſt which the wounded Hi 
2h -nour. of God mote requires your. zealous help, than again! 
3a hoſe -Enormities, . which ,you of #heſe Serienes haye - Lake 
Fpecial cognizance of, viz. Prophage Swearing and QUriny 
breaking the Sabbath, and abominable. Un 31 
fo -hainous, thar one can hardly. lay, as God to the Pre 
-Son of Man, 1 wiil ſhew thee yet greater Apomiatons. 
theſe. As for prophane 0atbs and_Curjes, the 
of our Age, .in' which fos a long, Gime,.Q! 


things as theſe, fink the eftem of God in the World, and | 
maksE him contemptib'y ſpoken” of, Rom. 2. 23, 24, Some | 
tve Earth 


7iſbivg them with marks of publick Diſgrace, this mdy proye : 


efs that are.common, | 


' 
| 
, 
: 


[ 
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and Thorns; or as Mansſfſeb, by Fetters and Bonds : How- 
ever, ſuch publick Punifſhments will deter others from an | 
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with words for number, and the ſtudied Eloquence of the 
Times, hath been how to Swear, in the moſt thundring and 
terrifying Dialctt : Can any thing exynet mor: ſcorn of the 
Sacred and Tremendous Name of God, than, to make-it 
the wanton by-word of gur common . Talk, and the. mgn- 
tion of it, the uſual fruit of oux Madzejs and, Fury ? That 
Men, . when angry at their Fellow-Creatures, - ſhou'd take 
their revenge upon God,.by. tearing and rending his dread- 
ful Name | That God and: the Devil ſhou d . both be ,xe- 
garded alike by them ! For. either word ſerves the turn, 
that which firſt comes in,; their way, and uſyally. where 
God's Name is at the beginning of a Sentence, in an hor- 
rid Oath, the . Devil's is\ at: the. end of it in an helliſh 
Curſe, and they ſcem to have an <qual*reſpett for both. 
As far the breach of the . Holy Sanbath, fince nothing 
hath a more. dir<& aſpeRt upon, the Honour of,God, than 
the Reverence. and Solemnitigs of his. publick, Worſhip,: in 


| | United, Aﬀemblies 3 and: fince he hath intimated his Will, 


that this he: vn, one day, in Seven, it muft, needs be a. bold 
ftroak at his Honbur, in them that needlefly refuſe to con- 
tribute openly; to. it. . It was. @ Sacrilegious thieving from 
God's Altar, that. was part ofthe heavy Charge: againſt 


Eli*s Sons, they . would have, God's Portion,. and. force, him 


< s 


| to change without his. Canſent, Ch. 2.-v. 15. 16, + And 


is not the Sacrilege.,as great..in, defrauding | him. of. his 
Time,,- and , the Ha belopging; to: it 3. 4p 1g 
We” find an ,uquſual flame. of Zeal in our .Fobn.'2. 15, 
Saviours Breaft,upon an irreverent Propha- 16. .... ...© 
nation of- that, holy Temple, where God viſt, . .. 5; .. :; 
bly dwelt and will-not his day. deſerye: as. zealous a yindi- 
cation as his Houſe ? Since they are two circumſtances of 


| one rank, can any. one tell me, why #allowed- time ſhau'd 


not. be as;Sacred. as an #allowed Place ? Oh, how diſhopqu- 

rable then to God is their Crime, who proftitute hs Fan | 
cred time to Secular Uſes ! . One is-Jaurnying, another Phy- 
ficking, and a Third, taking his, Pleaſure 5: and thus the 
Lord's. day. -is: made a very Duag-bill: day, on: which, un- 
godly Men, throw: all the xefuſe-buſineſs of an idle gr mif- 
ſpent Week; and many of- theſe are under Self-condemna- 
tion, while at: other times they [can ftand up in the folemn 
Aſſemblies, to: profeſs an Obligatiog en their;.Conſciences, 


to obſerve the. Fourth Commandment z but alas, thix.Hearts-. 
; are not, yetincned to keep tar Law! -:; 54/26 00.264, 
| & 


"$3 A Refozmation- Sermon, 
As for the ſhameleſs violations of the Laws of Chaſtity, 
they have b-en, both by God, and many Pagan Nations, ! 
numbre4 among the blackeft Crimes, inſomnch, that God | 
- hath p<@lliar reſerves of Vengeance, for thoſe that commit | 
*them; Whoremongers ard Adulterers God will Fudge, Heb, 13, | 
"4. ?Tis ſuch an awful and terrifying word,* which dropt | 
from the Wiſe-man, that it may aſtoniſh us to think how | 
any Man's Conſcience cat--get''over it, without agonies .of 
'-dread ; The mouth of 'a ſtrange * Woman is a deep pit, be that is 
ebhorred of the Lord, fills there, Prov. 22. 14 And this 
- was another of the ſo ſcandalqus and puniſhable faults of 
* Elt's Sons: ''s ; 2HeNuys | | 
Now theſe things ſhew, what "mighty Seryice you will do | 
for the Glory of God, if you can cover his Name: from theſe | 
affronts of ſcornfuFMen either by ſuppreſſing their Vices, | 
' or making them ſhameful and coſtly to ſuch as will give 
them harbour. Oh, how «honourable wou'd' the name of 
'God *b<.'if we could but fee the day, when none- ſhould dare | 
*to uſe it but with folemnity and:reverence! When none 
' ſhall take an Oath, but as a part of the ſerious awful Wore | 
ſhip he ows to the omniſcient Ruler of the World 3 when an | 
* Univerſal {ilence on the Sabbath-day, from the noiſe of Secu- 
"Jar Bnfinefs, ſhall help to proclaim our profound- veneration | 
for Go1,, while he 1s in his holy Habitation. ' | 
-** 2; Suck Perſons do direttly honour God, in theif ſincere 
attempts of this kind, as they plainly - manifeſt their own 
great efteem of God, and reverence for his Laws : What | 
greater repreſentation can Men give of God, than that he | 
35 a Bzing whoſe reproach they cannot bear, one fo Great, | 
{5 gobd; ſo loved by his Servants, that they are content to | 
- vindicate his Honour with the moſt expenſive Zeal? Sure *tis | 
to the Glory of God, when the World thall ſee, he hath ſome | 
Friends who dare eſpouſe his Quarrel, ſome who are open | 
-Advocates for his deſpiſed Authority z that in a degenerate 
' age, there are ſome to proteſt againſt the Uſurpation of Satan 
©fo that'if he be not honoured in the Reformation of the Pu- 
"blick, yet in as much as you have vigorouſly contended for it, 
T my {ay as the apoſtle; 07 your part be 7s Glorified, tho on 
"eheirs be is evil ſpoken of, x Pet: 4+ 14.» © 
i. /FF.. Thenext General Head, is to ſhew,- how-God will ho- 
- tour them that ſhew ſach tenderneſs of his Honour. 
<-:-Fir; He will hodour them by his own efteem and- 4ppro- 
| bation of them, they may be'the-World's'droſs;' but they _ 
hubs 4 e 
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be God's Fewels : The Men of Sodom ſcoffed at Lot for repro” 


| ving them, but God honour'd him as a Kighteous Soul, 2 Pet- 


2. 8. The prophane Crew may cry out upon you as they 
againſt Paul, Away with ſuch fellows, they are net fit 10 live, 
As 22. 22. But God will ſay rather, Of ou” tbe Fr id 
was 10t worthy, Heb. 11. 38; ' And T hope Got's good word © 
is more to you, than the applauſes of all the World. : | 

Secondly, He may probably place viſible marks of Honour - 
upon them in this Life, Our good Name is in God's keep» . 


ing, who hath many ways to advance our Eſteem, and when 


he pleaſes, our rankeſt Enemies ſhail contribute to it, as Mor» 
decai found ; all Promotion hath its riſe in the Court of Hea- 
yen, ſo that he permits or hinders it as he pleaſes, Pſalm. 
75 6.7. He can bleſs your Subſtance unto abundance, and 
put you into the common road of: Honours | 
- Or he may honour you another way, v!z. By giving you 
great ſucceſs in your worthy attempts z and verily that will 
be no ſmall Renown, to be ſuch Bleſſings in your Places; to 
be Conquerors over the, Vices of the: Age 3; to hide a multi- 
tude of tins. and to ſave a Nation from Ruine, ſuch a good 
Name willbe a precious Ointment of Everlaſting favor. 
And verily Sirs, God hath in'part thus honoured you ; 'tis - 
to your Glory, that not only -at home, but abroad in the 
neighbouring Kingdom, ſoine' of us have hear'd the fame of 
your Zeal. I may fay to yon, as Pau! to the Thefſalortms, 
1 Th-f. 1.9. (only: putcing your Zeal inftead of their Fartb) 
That *tis every where ſpoken off, they needed not that we 
ſhou'd tell them, for themſelves ſbew ps concerning you : 
They can tell that Dublin is noſafe Harbour for the: Profane 
and Lewd to come toz That in it are Magiſtrates and People, - 
that profefs themſelves a Terror to Evikdoers, ef rhe 
Thir /ly, God will not fail te honour them eminently. in - 
another World, and there great things ſhall he done to the . 
Man whim the:King of Heaven ſhall delight. to honour: 
There doubtle6, they who have laboured to tarn many. from: 
Qurighteouſneſs, as well as they that have turn'd many:to 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine, not with- the common and faint- 
glimmering of the Firmamen, but with the more bright 
Luſhre ofthe Stars, Dan. 12: 3+ Yea, they ſhall differ 
from other Stars in Glory, | 04-2 
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"Te APPLICATION. 


{ 'VS$ E. Is-God ſo highly honour'd by ſuch Endeavours ? 
Then let asall be concerned'for his. Honour, in this way : T he 
Text ſuggefts to you the F72ghtieft Argument in the World, 
vie. That you ſhould do it for Go#'s fake, and the moſt ſen- 
fibis Argument,:do it for your own fake ; *tis' the Cauſe of 
G6gd's 'Honour, and the Intereft of your. 6wn : But methinks 
nothing thould more-move us, than the juft, but terrible In« 
terpretation, God will put upon our neglett, to promote this 
Work, even, rhat we de;piſe him 4, as tho he were ſome Con- 
temptible Being, whoſe Glory we think not worthy our con- 
tending tor. Dare we lye under ſo heavy a Charge * Cer. 
tainly, ray Brethren, 'we ferve a God, whoſe Honour well de. 
ſcxves our 'pains to-uphotd itz nay, can we make him the 


grear Q5j:& of -our Solemn” Adoration, and daily Homage ? 


Cian.we think: him meer; at 'whoſe. Feet to caſt our. ſelves 
down jn- a Reverend Proftration,. and yet at the ſame time, 
not judge his Honour: worth maintaining 2: This wou'd re- 
proach our ſetves withthe grofſi ft Stupidity, for Worſhiping 
one with awful dread,” whomwe are content ſhould be made 
contemptible with others. Ah, baſe Creature, that batt ſuch 
a God ; of ſuch Tnfinite Majefty; Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 
yet refuſeft to plead for him! A dumb and uſclefs Idol might 
ſerve thy turn, fince thou careftnot how mean and vile the 
Qbje& of 'thy Worſhip is. - - | 

.But/1 wonld rather hope of you that hear me now, That 
you are Father inquilitive, how you may contribute to God's 
Honour in this Aﬀair; - probably you'll ſay, from ſuch -a Man 
as Eli, God might expett it, he being «an Eminent Magiftrate, 
had/power to do. what. private Perſons! cannot, had we the 
Sword'of' [uftice, we would'turely draw it in God's Qnarr-1 
and Defence; but what can. we do-now-? bot 

Arſw, Firſt; *Tigindeed- moft true, that Magiſtrates h77e 
more Eminent” Advantages +for -Honouring God this way, 
which they ſhould by -no m-ags loſe, "They, are the Life of 
every- Honourable ,fnterprize,. giving credit to jt by their 
Example, and Security, by the ſhelter"of their Authority,they 
are the principal Wheel in all Regular Publick Motions z if 
they top, or move heavily and unwillingly, thc whoie -Af- 


fair halts z tho inferior PerfÞn$ſhall be neyer {o zcajous, yet 
| without 
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without them, they may fit down and lament, that,the Chil- 
dren are come to the Birth, but there 1s no ftrength- to bring 
Eor this reaſon, it might be that Reformirg Work was not 
purſued in the two late Reigns, tho the ſame Perſons were 
| then living» that with ſuch Pious Reſolutjon began it tince 
in the Merropolis of the Neighbour Kingdom.z they were 
then formed, tho more ſecretly, into a Religious; Socicty $3 
but there was ſo much Wickecinel(s, at that time, in* High 
places, that ſuch a Deſign could find no Countenance : But 
| now that Publick Authority, as a Monument of Gratztude, for 
; our late Deliverance, hath declared War againſt thoſe Do= 
| meſtick Enemies, I mean, our ſcandalous Impietics. Now, 
that our King hath Decreed this Fuſtice, and our-Parliaments 
have Voted down Profanenefs, now that 4#bI/om 4 aws are 
EanQtad, (may they be as irreverſible as the Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians) we {ce there wants not a. Bumber who 
| are ready to run to that Banner which is diſplay'd: for the 
| honour of God, ſo great is the Magiftrate's Influence in this 
| matter 3 yea, and that of Subordinate: ones. two, that the 
cauſe of God's paſſing Sentence upon Ferujalem was this ; they 
could not find one that would Execure Fudgment, not a Mas» 
giftrate would appear to countenance what was good, ſo that 
ſuch may be faid to be entrufted with Ten Talents, when pri- 
| vate Perſons.have but One or Two. 
' What Conſcience then ſhould they make of: ſuch a great 
' Prize in their hands ? fince-this 15s the very-expreſ: end, which 
God, who gives them their: Power, (and will ſhoftly ask an 
account of th uſe of it) hath aſhgned it to, viz. To be a- Ter» 
ror to Evil doers, Rom. 13. 4. Were I tobe their Monitor, 
it ſhould be in David's words ; Be w/e O yer Rulers, be ir 11 u- 
ed O:ye' Fudges of the Land, ſerve the Lord with fear : wy the 
Son, left he ve. avgry, Pl 2:10, 12, I would: humbly ak, 
whoſe Superſcription do you bear ? and ſince the:Truth, as 
well as a regard to your own Zonour, allows you to ſay, God'ss 
| Oh, chen-render to him the thines, that are-his 4 You would 
| Hot incur the ſuſpician of Difloyalty to your Prince, by conni- 
; ving at publick Afﬀeonts to his Name or Perſon gz it wou'd 
| be with you a: ftrong Argument which they uſed to Pilare, 
| & thou let this mar go, thou art not Caſur*s friend, Fob. x9. 12, 


| T3. It touch'd him ſo' ta-the quick, that he durfs ſhew no 


| morefayour to our Blefſcd: Lord : Why ſhould it not: be a 
| Rronger Argument, to tell yal-that you are.uot God's ——_ 
| 1 
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if you let profligate Off-nders eſcape ? In a word, Magiſtrates 


ſhou'd be like the Heavelny Orbs, not barely to roll over the 

People's heads in a Lordly Dominion, bur alſo to afford a 

Benign Aſpe& upon the Common-weal. | 
Secondly, Yet as every Common Soldier, without leaving his 


Rank, may do good Service in the Battel, as well as his Com- - 


mander, ſo may all of you caſt ſome Mites into this Treaſury 
of God's Honour ; in ſuch Inftances as theſe... 

[. You may ſerve his honour in this matter, by laying the 
Impieties of the Prophane before the Magiſtrate, in order to 
puniſhment. Be not aſhamed to-come in as a witneſs for the 


| Great King of Heaven z £1? found many Informers againft 


his own Sons, this aggravated his Crime, in not reftraining 
them. Tf Magiftrates will not execute Juſtice, the Guilt lies 
at their door, but if you donot carry it thither, 1 fear it will 
lie at your own': We oft ſpeak of bearing a Te/timony againſt 
National Sins ; The beſt Teftimony that I know of, is that be- 
fore a Magiftrate, in order to their being puniſhed. I truly. 
think, no Cuftomary bold Sinner, that openly offends, ſhould 
be ſpared, tho he were our Companion, Remember Eli ſuf- 


fered for ſparing the Off-ſpring of his own Bowels ; - when !' 
| Godvupon the ſcornful Languag- of a Degenerate Age, cries 


ont, Who is on ' my ſide? Who dares but offer h:mſelf ? 
And as-all ſhould- do their part in general, ſo it were to be 
wiſh'd, That ſome who are moft capable of prudent, aQtive 
ſervice, v ould join themſelves to thoſe Societi-s, which. are 
well enough known in this City, to bear part of the Burden, 
in this both Neceſſary and Jegal deſign, as Sinners ji» hand-in 
band to eſcape puniſhmenr, ſo ſhold you joyn to prevent them; 
Prov, 11. 28. Let me tell you, in this Caſe more than ordi- 
nary concern ſhould be ſhown, that 'paſſage of Auſtin being 


applicable here z Non amar, qu? 701 z*lat. He is hardlya | 
| a Friend of God, that is not warm and earneft in this impor- | 


tant Service. Fm 


2, Many of you may honour God in this work with your | 


Subſtance, Prov. 29. You know the Precept is general, but 
when you come to put it in practice, it muſt be in fome par- 
ticular inſtance, and I know no occaſion to which I. may more 
properly apply it, than thisin hand, being an Afﬀair that 
neſſarily involves in it confiderable Expences, of which the oc- 
cations are Fuſt and Zonourabley much may be faid to com» 
mend ſich Liberality ; Let it be' conſider'd, that it excels 
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ordinary Charity 30 the poor, which yet Chriſt will take Eminent 
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notice of in the day of Judgment, and to which ſo many re- 


- markable Promiſes are made--by him. The great adyantage 
of which is, that God will allow it to have an ultimate refe- 
rence to himſelf, 1» 4s much as ye bave done it to theſe, you did 
it to me, Matt. 25- 40. But in this cafe, what we give, is 


| more direaly and immediately dove to God, without the be- 


nefit of ſuch a favourable conftrution as that, 

Beſides, that ſuch occaſions do not offer themſelyes ſo fre- 
quently as thoſe for common Charity, you are always encom- 
paſſed with Objetts of that nature, but you. have not always 
fuch noble dc figns on foot for the honour of God. to require 
your aid; ſo that I may very properly here, apply-Chyift's 
words on ſomething -a-like occaſion ; Tbe poor you bave always 
with you, but me-ye bave not always, Matt. 26. 11. Take 
therefore the preſent opportunity. 

' 2. You-ſhou'd ail further this bleſſed Work, by giving it 
countenance and approbation.z there is no doubt, but while 
Immorality hath ſo many Patrons,this way will be every where 
ſpoken againft, and they that attempt the reftraint of lewd 
men, tho in'the moſt regular way, will i-cur the iU Word 
and «1 7F/ill of ſuch, as either feel, or fear the juſt puniſhment 
of their Crimes; and. eſpecially if they be neceſſitated to 
uſe what may ſeem leſs generous Methods, tho very lawful, 
for the more effeQtual promotion of their defigne@end, as 


well as for their own ſafety, or if there ſhou'd be the leaft 


imprudent ftep taken ; but do you rather cover their defetts 
than aggravate them z/ *tis no wonder, if-when fo filthy a 
houſe is ſweeping, ſume offenſive duſt ſhou'd fly about,which 
xs to be born, in order tocleanting. There are enough to 
animadvert and cenſure, take not their part ; let Bal plead 
for himſelf, let Prophaneneſs be its own Advocate, be not 


'you ſo much the Frierds of Publicans and Sinners. 


4- Let all favour and further it with their earneſt Prayers 


to God for ſucceſs.'* Tis an important conflitt between God's 
Kingdom and the Devil's: Oh, hold up yonr hands in fervent 
\requeſits. while the diſpute laſts. Favour O-Lord, their righy 


teous Cauſe z proſper thou the work of their hands, Ariſe, 
and'let thy Enemies be ſcatter'd; and turn away tranſgreſſi- 


-on from our - Facob, that Iniquity may fall, and never riſe 
more,  ſhou'd be every one's Supplication, that wiſhes God's 


honour.” '- *_ Ie 
II. VS EF. Since God will honour them that honour him, 


tet this. greatly encourage thoſe that are engaged, already 30 
| this 


» 
\ ” 14:41 5 F 
_ © we # i he £ Us o 


T4 A Refozmation' Sermon, 


this honourable deiign, God will. honour you. This conſidera- | 


tion ſhou'd niake you renew your Courage, and it will eſpe- 


cially ſerve to counter-ballance any: (corntul reproaches, that | 


may be caft upon: you for your forwardneſs in this matter : 
*TLis perhaps not the leaft of Satan's Artifices, to make an 
odious' repreſ-ntation of a good Work, and by the fear of 


obloquy, to affrighren us from purſting it, it will be but his | 


uſual way, if he fay. I with go: forth, and be aſlandring hing 
Fpirit | in the Mouths of many, againft them that are ative 
againſt his- Kingdom of Darkneſs. | 
It will therefore be 70 wonder, if ſuch invidious ſnggeftions | 
as 4heſc ſhould be hear'd, vig. That you are the troublers of 
Iſraz!, 1 King, 18. 16. As Elijab was ſlander'd by 4bab for the | 
like reaſon, that you are baſe &#ypocrites who would be counted | 
Saints, but will Cheat and Lye, and do any ſecret Evilz and | 
that you make a garn of this Work, and the like; :;you know | 
what ſort of Men they be, from whom ſuch venom may come, 
they that are in the Service of the Father of Lies, muſt be al- | 
1oiv'd to make wſc of a little of br 4rt. But under all theſe | 
Calumnies, 1 ſay to you in God's: own words :: Fear not the | 
reproaches of Men, neither bs afrard of their revilings, for the | 
Moth ſhall eat +hem up like a garment, - Iſa; 51. 7,8. they'll 
come to nought ſo/long as they-are' without a Foundation: 
Howerv@, in the mean time, you have this' to oppoſe, God | 
will honour you, and therefore in contempt of all their re- 
Proaches, go on with reſolution, ſaying with David in the like 
Caſe 3. Let them cute, but bleſs thau, Pſ; 20g. 28- TY. 

Yea, whatever other difficulties may. occur, let them only 
ferve' ts make:the Triumph of our Zeal moxe conſpicuous; | 
remember that. you are $o/4iers of Jeſus Chrift, and thefore | 
for ſhame, natft-not flee for a little danger,  you-are- bound | 
ro endure ſome burdſhip, 2 Tim. 2, 32 ele you in effett ſay, that | 
you will be Soldiers for any thing but fightinggyou'll give him 
any proof of your vatour, except; by expoſing your, ſelves to 
hazard ::How ridiculogs a profeſhon wou'd this be in a Chri- 
Kian, -iw'-theſe expreſs terms ? | *Tis more becoming; you. to | 


Mount the-Breach, and to ſtand in :the Gap, Weds 50 -* | 
My Brethren, you have hitherto run well 5 Oh, that: no- 
thing niay f6w hinder you, it-would be very uncomfortable | 
ts thonfands of them that ove God; if your Zea ſhibuld now | 
decline, or if out of a regard to your own eaſe, yoirdhouki 
{ek a diſthazge from-:this Warfare, when-at moſt *ris but at 
the height of the Cogflid. -: Toiproyene which, 4: ſhalk offi 
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you ſome ſerious Motives, ſhewing you the evil Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch an unſeaſonable declenſion, 


Motive 1. You will loſe the happieft opportunity imagina- 


ble for publick Reformation. There are ſome great Engines, 
which to put in motion, is the greateſt difficulty ; and to be- 
in well,is the hardeſt part of ſome Enterprizesz ſuch a buſi- 
neſs is Publick Reformation, which is very happily begun a- 
mong ns. The Enemy, v3. All manner of Iniquity, did come 
in as 2 Flood, but the Sprrit of the Lord bath lifr up a Standard 
ag «inſt him Ta. 59. 19. unto which you and many others have 
repaired, who have march'd up to the face of that bold Enemy, 
ſo that he hath already made an halt 3 7 and about this City; 
you have had the cordial aſſiſtance of Magiſtrates, to whom 


we may truly bear this Teftimony ; that they have nor done the 
work of the Lord negligently, in witholding the Sword from juſt 
Puniſbment, Jer. 48. 10. In,the Margin. as fearing the Curſe of 


God denonnced againſt them who do. Your Names have in 
ous part been cover'd from reproach, by their Secrecy, or 
y their Checks of ſuch as dare threaten and reproach you for 
your Duty 3 many of different Perſuaſions have United in the 
Bands of Love for this Work, and ſome of Kank and Emi- 
fniency, both in Church and State, ſo that now the Work is be- 
come both Eaxfee and Honourable, yea, and ſafe too, in com- 
ariſon of what it hath been z you have gain'd with ſome 
abour and pains, ſo much ground, that *tis pity it ſhould be 
loft again z after ſeveral thouſand Convictions of Swearers 
and Curſers, we can obſerve a ſenſible alteration in Men's 
Diale&, thoſe Throats that lately were as open Sepulcres, 
Rom. 3. 13, 14. ſending forth a loathſom ſtench, 'are tiows 
tho not pazneed Sepulchres (by aſſuming any great appeatance 
of Piety) yet cloſed and ſhut, and ſo do not give that pus 
blick offence, nor ate ſuch a common 7u/ance as formerly. 
How great an Encouragement is this to proceed 2 
If we compare theſe things with the Circumftances, in 
Which, as to theſe matters we were, not many Years ſince, it 
may tempt us to uſe Balaam's Expreſhon of Aftoniſhment; 
What bath God wrought * Num. 23. 23: What a ſtrange turn 
is here in the affairs of our Iſrael > And doubtleſs if yo! go 
on with your wonted Zeal, and eſpecially if the Bulk of 1e- 
rious Chtiftians, who wiſh you ſucceſs, will promote it by their 
concurrent endeavours; we may hope for a more general Tri- 
 Umph over the Kingdom of darkneſs: And can you think of 
lofing ſuch an opportunity as _ with any peace of Mind ? 
Pe Yerily 
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Verily, Sirs, I tel you, many have deſired to ſee theſe things 


which you ſee, and could not fee them; Many Mourners are 
gone off the Stage, that would with all their Hearts and 


Souls, have put their hands to'this blefſed Work, had there | 


been but ſuch Laws, ſuch Magiftrates, and ſuch other En- 
couragements as you meet with, but God did not honour 


them with ſuch Advantages, you are they whom he hath cho- 


ſen to truſt theſe choice Talents with ; Should you now after 
all, loſe this ſeaſon, as great would be the guilt of negle&ing 
ſuch a price in your hands, ſo there would remain no hope of 


ever ſecing ſuch another ; for when once Laws of this nature | 


are /aid aſl:ep by diſuſe, they are ſeldom awakned to purpoſe. 
Befides that, your Zeal tn 15 City, hath this ſingular ad- 


vantage attending it, that it is likely to be influential upon { 


the whole Kingdom, for as all the Blood in Man's Body cir- 
culates through the Heart, and is there envigorated, ſo moſt 
of the Kingdom by turns have recourſe to their Metropolzs, 
where they who are flack in this Work, may by your Zeal be 
- provoked to an Imitation, and they who are, I fear, too ſe- 
cure from puniſhmont in the Country, may meet with it 


here, it may be to their good and Amendment : So that upon | 


all accounts, you eſpecially are bound at this time to beſtir 
your ſelves. / And T may beſpeak you as Heczekiah did the Le- 


vites (in a work of Reformation too) My Sons be not you now |: 
negligent, for you hath the Lord choſen to ſerve him, 2 


Chron, 29. 11s 


Secondly, We may juftly fear, that Prophaneneſs wou'd be | 


more rampant than ever after this little Check given to it 3 
T doubt we ſhould find, that the ſhort contradiction it hath 
found from the late Laws, will have had but the ſame cffe&, 
as Paul ſays, God's Law once had upon him, that is, only to 
irritate their Luſts, Rom, 7. So that they will not only be as 


Le ie a Moo 


the Dog, in returning to their Vomit, but alſo as the Dog let | 


looſe,who is much the fiercer for having been chained: If once 
Evil Men burſt theſe Bonds,and defeat theſe preſent attempts, 
who can but tremble to think, with what improved infolence 
recovered Wickedneſs will Triumph and Tn{4ir, when once it 
knuws the ſmalneſs of your ſtrength to oppoſe it. I may 
therefore allude to that of St, Perer, 2 Epiſt. 2 Cb. 21 v. and 
adventure to ſay, Tt had been better for you never to have 
b>zun than now to decline, better not to have fought, than 
_ to give Iniquity the advantage of a ViQory, by an untimely 


retreat, Thir4l 
ray, 
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Thirdly, Such a declenſion of your Zeal, will betray an un- 
{oundneſs in the Principles by which. .you have already been 
ated : You know ſome are apt to. ſay, your Zeal is not Fire 
kindled from Heaven, but either from ſome Perſonal Quarrel, 
or an hypocritical affeation of Eſteem, or at beſt but a Child- 
iſh fondneſs for a Novel buſineſs, which laſts while it looks 
like a Wonder, .and then it becomes a Wearineſs; Now, 
ſhould you indeed deſfift in your preſent Gircumftances, it 
would encreaſe the Preſumption. I hope that you are acted 
by the moſt Noble Springs, from an awful tenderneſs for rbe 
Honour of God, ÞX..119. 136. grieved becauſe Men keep not bis 
Law, and from a compaſkonate concern, both tor S7nwers per- 
ſonal, and the Nations common good, which you have the $Sa- 
g1City to apprehend the approaching ruine of, if Iniquity go 
uncontrolFd ; but if theſe have been your reaſons, they will 
yet. be of force with you; Is not the name of God and the pu- 
blick Good, as precious now as a few Years ſince, or have not 
ſuch flagicious Crimes the ſame hurtful influence and aſpett 
upon both ftill ? Oh, beware that you caft not a reproach 
upon all that you have done hitherto, by a voluntary deſer- 
tion of that Cauſe, which lately you ſeem'd ſo warm for ; 
remember that a right and juſt Zedt, bath this Charatter, 
that *tis always, and not only+for a time, Gl. 4. 18. 

Fourthly, The conquer'd obftinacy of wicked men will 
ſhame and reproach you ; 'twas the Glory of our Lord Jeſus, 
that when he and the Devil, had ſuch a ſtarted Corfiit in the 
Wilderneſs, Mitt. 4. 11. the Devil after many vain affaults, 
retreated, and our Saviour kept the Field as Conqueror : But: 
it will be your great reproach, if in the ſtruggle of this day 
between the Servants of theſe two Chieftains, you that are 
on Chrift's ſide ſhould firſt faint and flee, eſpecially when 
you have ſo much the advantage every, way: The Flagicious: 
Sinner hath God and his own Conſcience to contend with, as 
well as with you, he hath both future and preſent dangers to 
diſcourage him, to that upon the whole, it will be range in 
deed, if he think his Sins will bear his Charges, or quit coſts, 
through diſgrace and penalties here, and through the horrors 
of an endleſs night of darkneſs hereafter. But you have all 
things to. encourage you, . God and Conſcience, the Civil 
Authority, and Joyful Proſpetts of Eternal Rewards ; ſo that. 
greater 1s. your aſſiſtance, greater your encouragement every 
way, greater 1s He that is in you, than he that is in them, 
and ſhall they hold out, and you languiſh, Tou have every 
D 2 way 
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way the adyantage of them, except you ſhould want it in your 
own Reſolution, 

Fifthly, Conſider the great danger that will follow, if thrq* 
your negle& the Work of Reformation ſhould not be accom» 
pliſh'd : What a train of Calamities did Eli's remiſneſs in 
puniſhing his Vile Sons, bring upon the Publick and bimſelf, 
on himſelf, and his Pofterity after him 2 The Enemy in God's 
habitation, the Ark taken Captive, and Thirty Thouſand of 
Ijrael ſlain, is the next news we hear concerning the Publick, 
Ch. 4. Then El himſelf dies the death of an unredeemed Aſs, 
breaks his Neck with a fall, after that evil tydings had broker 
his heart, his two wicked Sons are flain in the Battel, his 
Daughter-in-law expires in her anguiſh and grief, and all his 
Poſterity is left under the Curſe and ſentence of RejeRion, 


which after the Reign of Saul and David, 2 King. 27. was | 


executed by Solomon z the Vengeance of God follows himafter 


death it ſelf, in the Generations to come z and all chis for the | 


Tniquity he knows of, Ch. 3. 13. for that Emphatical, that hea- 
vy Sin, of not puniſhing Scandalous Offenders : Oh, what 
an awful warning ſhould this be to Magiftrates and People, 
that they incur not'the guilt of it! That they do not through 
negligence, or ſloth, or a fooliſh Tenderneſs, omit to vindicate 
the Honour of God, from the ſcorn of Profligate Sinners $ 
we wou'd hope to ſee ſhortly that univerſal reftraint of ſuch 


_ as ſhall be both the Safery and Ornmameyr of our Land, but if 


you, and others, if Magiſtrates or People, have no heart to 
do ſo much for God; who knows how ſoon the Glory may 
depart from us, and we be forced to write 1-Chabod on all 
our Comforts, when the weight of ſome Additional Curſe alſo 
may fall on them, who had ſpecial advantages for doing their 
Duty, but did it not. Nay yours after you may feel it, and 


the frowns of God be entaiPd on your Poſterity, ſo provo- | 


king a Sin is it, not to riſe up for God againſt Eyil-doers, 
when he ſounds an Alarm to the Conflict. 


Nay, let me tell you this thing further, that your own | 


Perſonal Piety in other relations, may be no ſecurity to you, 
againſt Temporal Judgments 3 EF had, himſelf, a ſy 
Reverence for God, whith what humble ſubmiſhon,doth he a- 
dore the Juftice of his Threatning *17s the Lord.les him do what 
ſeems good in bis fight, 1 Sam. 3. 18, His heart was fet upon 
the Ark of God 3 That Word, the Ark of God is taken, Che 
4+ 18. knock'd him down dead, yet for all this, God's anger 
was not turned away, but. his hand was ftretched out Rill.---- 


No, 
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No, far be it from me to let thee or thine continue in Ho” 
nour, on thee ſhall be all that. contempt and ſhame, which 
thou ſhould'ft have poured on thoſe Lewd Wretches, and be- 
cauſe thou haft let them eſcape, thon ſhalt not. 
Sixthly. But then, it on the other hand, you are ſincere in 
theſe endeavours, how /{weet and comfortable will the ſenſe 
of it be, at death, and for ever! *Tis but a poor Inch of Time, 
we have, in which to do our God /uch Service as this, in Hea- 
ven are no Conflitts between Saints and Sinners ; there is no 
Warfare, all is Triumph and Peace, no trial of your Courage 
and Patient Reſolution z *tis in this preſent Lite if ever, we 
muſt hononr God in this kind z and ſure when you are going 
off the Stage, Conſcience will enquire what hath been done 
for God and his Intereft ? And the more of Self-denial, the 
more pains, hazards and diſcouragements you have gone 
through to ſerve his Honour, the ſweeter will your refleQis- 
ons on it. be, and with greater confidence will you hope and "= 
pray for his Salvation. Of this, you may ſee an Inftance up- 
on Record in David, Pſal. 26. 24. compared with v. g. / bave ; 
nt ſat with vain Perſons, I bave hated the Congregation of evil \ 
doers: O gather not, thou,ny Soul, with Sinners,&c. Qu. 4, Thou | 
Lord, that art the Omniſcient Witneſs, and ſhortly wilt be 
the Final Judge of all my ways, know'ft that I never loved 
Either the ways or the company of profane Sinners3 1 have F, 
always appeared agaiſt them, I have checked and diſcounte- 0 
nanced them z they have been a grief to me and I have been 
an awe and reſtraint upon them z now therefqre I pray, let 
not me when I die, go with them, with whom I could not Y 
endure to livez we were never delightful gfſoctares in this : 
World, O never let me be their ſorrrowful! Comparion in the 
| next; and how certain accompliſhment muſt ſuch requeeſts, 
| fo reaſonable and ſo ſuitable haye ? Yop ſhall go, not to ſuch 

as you grieved at and abhorr'd, but to, ſuch as you have lo- 

ved, where none ſhall either effexd God, or prieve you by their 
, Sin and Folly, where ſhall he yo pore reforming Work to dog © j 
| becauſe no more Sin or Blemiſh, no more conflit, becauſe no 
Enemies of God, no more danger or baqard in God's Service, 
becauſe none to oppoſe : Where all the difficulties and diſ- 
couragements ſhall be left hehind, to poor Mortals that ſhall 
ollow after you, complaining and groaning, through theſe 
Flack Tents of Kedar, when you are free from the woes and 
yexations thereof, 


| 
{ 
| 
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AnJ then'my Brethren, then will come the Crowns and 
Thrones, the Robes and Palms of Vitory,to adorn them who 
Have with greateſt zeal and labour, ftriven againft Sin aniq 


Satan, for God and: Holineſs: Oh, who would want theſe | 
comfortable thoughts upon a dying Bed ! How much better # 


is this, than to have Conſcience chaſe thee out of this World, ® . 


into Eternity, with ſuch upbraiding clamours, as Go, thou' © 
flothful «-proficable Servant, thou unftvory Salr, thou Cumberer |; 
of the ground, thou dejprſed Ve-ffel, in which thy God had no 


pleaſure, tv make any uſe of ! 


But then that you may refle@ thus comfortably upon your” | 


endeavours, you mult be diretted by ſuch Rules as theſe ! 
1. Beware that none of you be guilty of wounding the 


Honour of God your ſelves, while you pretend to repair the 


the Tnyuries it receives from others 3 let no man think to 
compound for any indulged Crimes of his own, by being ſe- 
vere upon thoſe of others z you have many obſervers, 1et it 
b= your care to diſappoint them that watch for your halting g 


the wicked Coan's of the Age, will be glad to ſee the ' Noab's, | 


th? promoters of Righteouſneſs, Drunkz remember that 
they whoreprove the Works of Darkneſs. muft have no fellow- 
ſoip with thzm, Eph. 11. You will much more freely throw 


the firſt Stone at others, when you are without ſuch Sins ! 


your ſelves. 


2. See that God's honour be the end diretGtly deſigned - 
by you;z, go not along with others, meerly for company, | 
when you think not why, that'it may not be ſaid of you, as ' 


of him who God Oxdained ro be the Red of his Anger to a ſinful 
Nation, that you indeed have done what greatly honours 
God, bowher, you mean it mot fo, Ta. 10. 7. An explicite vi- 
gorous intention'to ſerve your Maker's Glory, is an effential 
part of {uch more immidiate Service. 

3. Shew your ſelves ſatisfi'd with God's honour, for your 
Keward, being far from a proud affetation of human Ap- 


plauſe, or 2ny nauceous diſcoyery of Self-efteem $5 would it 


not be a ſad exchange, if God ſhould ſay, they have their re- 
ward ? To loſe the approbation and favour of Heaven, for 
the miſtaken good opinion of poor Worms, Let then the 
moſt unaffefted humility ſhew, that you love not the praiſe 
of Men, fo much as the praiſe of God. Let no man have. Occa- 
fiion ſo to interpret your Carriage, as if the Language of it, 
ww lik that of vain-glorious Fehu, Come ſee my Zeal for the 
Lord, 

*Tis 


: Pe/perate Omen ; *tis ſaid of theſe Sons of EH, that they would 
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*Tis then an happy caſe indeed, when a Man's Face ſhines 
as Mofes's, with the Iuftre of eminent Perfe&ions, and kim- 
ſelf knows it not, or at leaft coyers them with a Vail of Mo- 
| defty; while you endeavour to be as the lights of the World, 

8 be like the bright flaming Taper, which at once caſts a ſplendid 
| 1ight before others, and yet an obſcure ſhade about it ſelf. | 
* 4. See that the methods you uſe in this Work, be as ſuited 
© to the Honour of God, as the matter of your Zeal is, I take | 
; this for granted, that you are atting in the ſafeſt Cauſe in the 
' World, you are not proſecuting any for differences of Judg- 
' ment in Religon, or matters of Conſcience, in ſnch a caſe, 
Men's miſguided Zeal, oft makes thoſe woful miſtakes (ſpoken 
of by Chriſt, Fobn 16, 2.) that I ſhould fear to wiſh you God 
| ſpeed. But yours is the moſt unexceptionable cauſe, viz, Io 
expoſe to puiſhment thoſe profane praftices, which no Con- | 
| ſcience was ever ſo perverſe, as {eriouſly to eſpoule 5 who e- 
ver heard. any cry ont in bitter agonies, that they had not 
Sworn nor Whor'd, or contemned the Sabbath more * | 
| Now take care that your means be as warrantable, for the 'F 
| diſcovery of ſuch Offenders ; you know tis ſpoken to God's 
! honour, that he 7empts no man to Ev), Jam. 1. 13. neither 
let any ſay, he was tempted of you, as I doubt not but you « 
count it a wicked thing to provoke a Man to Faſhon, in hopes 7 
# that he will Swear and Curſe, ſo ſhou'd you in other caſes, be 
| afraid to [ead any into Temptation, 'tis not honourable to kindle 
thoſe impure Flames which you would quench, and which can- 
+ not burn, the leaſt while without offence to- God, nor is it 
: ſafe to give Poiſon, in hopes of an Antidote ; beſides that, it 
. may prove a dangerous temptation to your ſelves, and you 
| fall into the ſnare you hid for others, or at leaſt may bring 
you under the reproach and ſuſpician of an evil deſign, by 
[ſuch as ſhall refuſe your bait, and fo you get a blot not eafily 
[to be wiped out. | 
Laftly, Be greatly concerned that yon can honour him no 
more 1n this Matter, eſpecially if your Endeavours ſhould not 
4in the main prove ſucceſsful: O grieve under it for God's 
ſake, that his Great Name muſt yet ſuffer contempt, his Wor- 
ſhip be deſpiſed, and his Laws trampled under foot, and you 
cannot help him for the Nation's jake, that when God would. 
purge them, they would not be purged : Mourn over a Peo- | 
ple that hate to be Reformed, for whom, what will remain: { 
J 
; 
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but utter Deſtruttion, of which incorrigibkeneſs in Sin, is a 


not. 


© not hearken to their Father's reproof; becauſe rhe Lord would: | 
deftroy them ; and for your own ſakes., that God would tiot hos 
nour you with Succeſs in ſo noble Service. 

Biit to conclude, if on. the other hand you do prevail (as 1 | 
would by no means deſpair of it) then will it be God's Glory, | 
- to have his Name held reverend, and his Law made honou- * 
rable : *Twill be the glory of our Land, to be called an Ha- 
bitation of Holineſs; the Glory of our City, that 'tis a Faiths 
ful City, full of Fudgment, in which Righteouſneſs lodges, Iſa. 1. 
21. yea, the Glory of our Prince, that in his-days we were 
delivered, not only from Popery and Slavery, but from a ter- 
rible contagion of open Profaneneſs; aid that in His time 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, _ 

And it will be the Glory of al you, who have been ative 
Inftruments of all this, for having honour'd God, you he will 
honour: And the Shame ſhall be to none, but but them, who 
deſerve no better, and for whom the moft charitable Prayer | 
we can put up, is that of David, Fill thou their faces with ſhame, 
zbas they may ſeek thy Name, O Lord, Pſ. $3. 16. ; 
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BOOKS lately printed for William Marſhall, 4 Sold af the | 
Bible in Newgate-ſtrect, { 
Diſcourſe of Chriſtian Religion in fundry Points. Preach | 
| ed at the Merchant's Leaure in Bread-ſireer, by the late | 
Reverend Mr. Tho. Cole, Maſter of Arts, and Student of | 
Chrift*s College in Cxford. Price Bound, 2 5. 6 4. 

God 41! in all; Or, the Kingdom of the Son delivered up 
to God, even the Father, by the Son himſelf, By T. B.| 
Price 6 d, 

Som: Arguments and Conſiderations, ſerving as a full An-j 
ſwer to that Grand Queſtion, Mhether Men can Will and do 
atherwiſe than what thy do? In Anſwer to, and Occafion'd by, 
a Late Diſcourſc,called, 4 Refuration of that Atheiſtical Notion 
of Abjolute Neceſſity. By R. #. a Well-wiſher to all Meft. 

A Guide to Pariſh-Clerks. Being the Treble and Baſs of 
the Sirgi-p-P/alms: Fitted and Contrived for Common Uſe 5 
and may be Bound up with the Old or New- Verſion; or 
fingle. With Rules for Singing or Playing, Uſeful for a 
Learners, | 
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